WITHERBYS

SOMS Navigation and Aids to Navigation (AtoN) Questionnaire

Following August’s announcement of the review of
underkeel clearance (UKC) requirements in the Straits of
Malacca and Singapore (SOMS), Witherbys are assisting
Japan’s Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and
Tourism (MLIT), particularly its maritime administration,
who have issued a series of questions seeking the views
and experience of mariners in the SOMS.

This questionnaire focuses specifically on navigation
practices and the use, effectiveness and reliability of Aids
to Navigation (AtoN) throughout the SOMS. Please take a
few minutes to complete the questionnaire:
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Flag State Regulations and Guidance Update

Australia - has released an update entitled ‘Marine Order 32 (Cargo Handling Equipment) 2016

Marshall Islands - has released a update entitled ‘Marine Safety Advisory No. 12-26 — Portable Atmosphere Testing
Instruments.

US - has released an update entitled ‘MSIB 06-26 Commercial Diving — USCG/OSHA Casualty Reporting Requirements —
Cancels and Supersedes MSIB 00414’

Recent P&l Club Guidance

NorthStandard - has released four updates:

» 'Port of Durban S.A. Updates’

» ‘Ship Store List Declaration at Argentine Customs’

» 'Heavy Fines for Seabed Damage in Mediterranean’

» 'Strike impacts Port of Montevideo!

Japan P&l Club - has released an update entitled ‘Togo — Further Warning on “Bartering” with Local Fishermen (Update)’
The American Club - has released two updates:

» ‘India: Loading of International Maritime SOLID Bulk Cargoes (IMSBC) Code Group a Cargoes’

» 'People’s Republic of China (PRC): New Measures of Reporting for Ships Entering and Leaving PRC Ports!

UKP&I - has released an update entitled ‘Pre-load Steel Surveys'

Other Regulations and Guidance in the News

ReCAAP - has issued its weekly piracy report.

ICS - has released two updates:

» ‘ICSin Action — August 2026

» ‘Shipping Industry Welcomes the Proposed Inclusion of Indian Ship Recycling Yards on the European List’
IIMS - has released five updates:

» 'Lifejackets set to Become Compulsory on Small Craft in New Zealand'’

» ‘India Tightens Loading Rules for Iron Ore Fines and Group A Cargoes’

» 'USCG Urges Checks of the material condition of ageing fiberglass lifeboats’

» ‘Machinery failures remain major driver of marine hull claims’

» ‘Non-compliant wood packaging puts shipments at risk’

UK Chamber of Shipping - has released one update: UK Shipping industry launches new UK Alternative Maritime Fuels
Coalition’
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